
POWERHOUSE PARRAMATTA
GUIDE TO THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT

EIS OVERVIEW
Powerhouse Parramatta Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) is now on 
public exhibition. The EIS assesses 
the expected construction and 
operation impacts of this project 
including a range of environmental 
and social factors, proposed 
construction program and how we 
are managing the potential impacts  
to local heritage and archaeology. 
This fact sheet provides an overview 
of the EIS.



  
  

 
 
 

  
 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  

 

THE PLANNING PROCESS
 

Powerhouse Parramatta is classified as a 
State Significant Development (SSD) under 
NSW planning legislation. 

When a project is determined an SSD, 
the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment (DPIE) issues the Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs). 

The SEARs are developed in consultation with 
key stakeholders and outline the technical 
assessments that need to be completed to 
ensure that the project can proceed safely. 

Infrastructure NSW, in partnership with the 
Powerhouse Museum, has prepared and lodged 
a State Significant Development Application and 
supporting Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), 
to the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment. The EIS assesses the potential 
environmental impacts of the project, in line with 
the SEARs, and outlines way they can be minimised 
or mitigated. 

The key environmental matters identified include:  

� Architectural design and achieving design excellence 
� Public space and landscaping 
� Flooding and stormwater management 
� Impacts on heritage and archaeology 
� Visual and view impacts 
� Noise impacts and noise management 
� Access to and from the site during construction 

and operational phases 
� Construction 
� The overarching social and economic impacts 

and benefits 
� Sustainability 
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THE STATE SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION (SSDA) PROCESS 


March – April 2020 June – July 2020 August 2020 September – December 2020 

EARLY CONSULTATION ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT PREPARATION OF PROJECT DETERMINATION 
STATEMENT (EIS) SUBMISSIONS REPORT (DECISION) 

DPIE issues the SEARs, The EIS is placed on exhibition Infrastructure NSW will respond DPIE will review the Submissions 
including community for the public to view and make to all submissions and prepare a Report. Additional information may 
consultation requirements. submissions. Submissions Report. be requested. If not, the project will 

be approved or refused. 

CONSULTATION 

The NSW Government has been listening to the 
aspirations and concerns of the community and 
stakeholders since the project announcement in 2015. 

The project has gone through one formal consultation 
in 2017, and is undertaking another now in 2020. 
Each formal consultation program included engagement 
with the local community, neighbours, key stakeholders, 
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and government authorities and agencies. 

The feedback received during each engagement program 
has been considered throughout the development 
of the project. All consultation feedback has been 
used to inform the EIS, as part of the State Significant 
Development Application. 
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WHAT DOES THE STATE SIGNIFICANT 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION SEEK CONSENT FOR? 

A State Significant Development Application is required 
when a development is considered to have State 
significance. This could be due to the size, economic 
value or potential impacts it may have. 

The SSD Application seeks consent from the Department 
of Planning, Industry and Environment to deliver an 
iconic cultural institution for Parramatta. Specifically, 
this includes: 

� Preparing the site, including relocating utility services,
removing trees and installing temporary fencing around
the site boundary
� Demolishing existing buildings on the site, including the

Riverbank Car Park, Willow Grove, St George’s Terrace
� Construction and operation of Powerhouse Parramatta,

including public exhibition spaces, front-and back-of
house spaces, education and community spaces,
co-working and staff office spaces, residencies and
retail spaces
� Maintaining vehicle access via Dirrabarri Lane, creating

a new vehicle access point on Wilde Avenue for loading,
removing Oyster Lane and ending George Khattar Lane
� Delivering part of the Civic Link between Phillip Street

and the Parramatta River
� Creating new public spaces, landscaping, tree planting

and install signage.

The project does not seek consent for any works outside 
the site or to the Parramatta River.   
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KEY FINDINGS OF THE EIS 

The site is suitable for Powerhouse Parramatta because 
of its location, contribution to strategic vision for the 
area, and any resulting environmental impacts can be 
appropriately managed and mitigated. 

Powerhouse Parramatta is in the public 
interest because it will deliver significant 
social, cultural and economic benefits to the 
communities of Parramatta, Greater Sydney 
and NSW. 

The unparalleled position of the Powerhouse 
will be used to undertake programmatic 
interpretation of the heritage on the site and 
connect people to local histories, as well as 
more broadly addressing the multiple histories 
of the site pre and post-contact, to minimise 
and mitigate the loss of heritage on the site. 

It will support approximately 1,100 full 
time-equivalent (FTE) construction jobs as 
well as some 2,430 FTE indirect jobs over 
the development period, and between 
300 to 400 FTE ongoing jobs. 

The project has been informed by pre
lodgement community consultation and 
establishes a framework for ongoing 
consultation and engagement with the 
community through the detailed design, 
construction and operational phases of the 
development. 

Powerhouse Parramatta will improve the 
level of visitation and tourism expenditure 
within the local and regional area, improving 
life-long education outcomes for students 
and supporting long term social and economic 
wellbeing, and providing new cultural and 
entertainment opportunities during both 
day and night and diversifying the local 
night-time economy. 

The cultural impact of the demolition of 
the Willow Grove and St George’s Terrace 
local heritage items will be mitigated 
through the implementation of heritage 
interpretation measures, and on balance 
is outweighed by the significant positive 
cultural impacts associated with the delivery 
of a world-leading cultural institution that 
will make its own unique and important 
contribution to the cultural heritage of 
Parramatta, particularly through a major 
focus on science and technology. 

Powerhouse Parramatta – EIS Guide – EIS Overview – June 2020 Page 5 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

– – –

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 

Visit the DPIE website to view the EIS 
www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects 

We encourage the community to view the plans, 
ask questions and make a submission. Infrastructure 
NSW will continue to consult with the community 
throughout planning. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) 

Who does feedback go to? How is feedback used? 

Infrastructure NSW 

Comments or questions can be 
raised with the Project Team 

Formal submissions in relation to 
the EIS are made directly to DPIE 
to consider in the assessment to 

approve or refuse the project. 

Department of Planning, Industry 
and Envrionment (DPIE) 

or 

Infrastructure NSW will answer 
questions and provide information. 

Comments will help inform the 
project team but are not captured 

as a formal submission. 

Infrastructure NSW will respond 
to all submissions. DPIE will 

review the Submissions Report as 
part of the project assessment. 

Additional community 
engagement may be required. 

If not, the project will be 
approved or refused. 

THE EIS IS ON PUBLIC EXHIBITION FROM  
WEDNESDAY 10 JUNE UNTIL TUESDAY 21 JULY 2020  

Powerhouse Parramatta – EIS Guide – EIS Overview – June 2020 

Online 
www.infrastructure.nsw.gov.au/powerhouseparramatta 

Email 
powerhouse.parramatta@infrastructure.nsw.gov.au 

Phone 
1800 679 121 

HOW TO CONTACT THE PROJECT TEAM 

Online 
� Visit: www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects
� Create an account by clicking the ‘Sign In’ button
� Search for the Powerhouse Parramatta project
� Click the ‘Make a Submission’ button

Mail 
For details on how to make a hard copy submission, 
contact the Project Team on 1800 679 121 or  
powerhouse.parramatta@infrastructure.nsw.gov.au 

HOW TO MAKE A SUBMISSION TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
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